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IN RUSSIA

HAL WYNN, preparing for his second visit to the Soviet States,
discusses an “up-and-coming " country for Musicians.

Y the end of this month
l and fifteen other boys
will be en route for Russia.
We are going there for
a period of six months,
under contract to the Soviet
Government, and will play
stage and concert dates,
broadcast, record probably,
and make at least one film,
This engagement has come
about as a result of a wvisit

.
|

to the same country last year.
People told me | was crazy
to think that I could get a
band into Russia. They told
me that it had never been done
before, and never would be done, either.

I took a chance, wrote to the Govern-
ment, dispatched my publicity, mentioned

| terms.  They wired back, fixing the open-

ing date. No difficulty was experienced
whatsoever, and that goes for the entire
trip. Government officials, theatre princi-
pals, stage hands, and audiences alike
treated us wonderfully, and made the
“eggagement a truly méorable one for all

1-coneerned. Pcrfbnally, I cap,ggt{lful}y By

that T have ncved been treated better during
the whole of m}"prﬂft\fmsionﬂ:'carcglj.

After a journdy of\hive divs e arfive
b i . e I A 4 e -
in Leningrad and before eémmaiding for
Moscow, spent four hours sightseeing in
the old capital. 1 am afraid that we only
saw what they wanted us to see, for there
was little sign of the dilapidated buildings
which I had read were to be expected
everywhere in Leningrad. This was be-
cause we were conducted by the special
guides, who arc employed to take tourists
around to see the most favourable sights.

Most of the other acts on the bill with
us at the theatre where we played in
Moscow were German, and their engage-
ments were for periods up to six months.
As the first English jazz band ever to visit
Russia there was enormous interest in our
appearance and on the first night an audience
of over 2,000 people greeted us.  Jazz is not
entirely unknown in Russia, for there have
been German combinations over there, and
Russia has its own jazz band, Josef’s
Orchestra, which Harry Collins, my tenor
saxophone player, joined for a few days
after we left. There was a great lack of
popular music in Russia, however, and
what few numbers they had were hopelessly
out of date and the orchestrations neces-
sarily old-fashioned. Tiger Rag and such
swing numbers were the music to which
the Russians responded most readily.

As soon as we arrived, the local musicians
came round to the theatre to greet us and
examined our instruments with great
interest.  Our drummer had a collapsible

bass drum, and such was the
interest among local *“ gentle-
men of the kitchen™ that he
could have obtained any price
forit. Unfortunately he had
“declared " this item on
entering the country, and he
had to take it our with him.
But although saxophone
reeds and modern jazz instru-
ments are worth their weight
in gold in Russia to-day, the
general standard of straight
players is enormously high.
We found a bass player who
played fiddle parts on his
mstrument and the technique
of the instrumentalists is comparable with
any country in the world.

Most of the bands are sixteen-piece in
Russia; one rarcly finds any smaller
combinations.

I have often been asked about employ-
ment in the country since [ came back,
There is no unemployment. That is
Jdefinite.  If you want to work, there are
.jobs to be had, and for musicians the
rqounbryis partienlarly gond. - The great
drayback; ‘of course,’ is that you |cannor
Brifg monky out of the copntry. You can
rm,,- bael furg, jewellay, cec., and pay
duty, on’ yvour owd valuafion, if this
country. But if you arc prepared to stay
in the country then you can get work.

Although food supplies are still one of
the most serious problems confronting the
new régime, and queues a hundred yards
long are to be seen in the streets of Moscow,
we had the finest food available and no
effort was spared to make us as comfortable
as possible,

We stayed at the Hotel Metropole during
the whole of our visit and enjoyed the best
of everything. Also our rouble was worth
48., compared with that of the worker, which
is worth twopence.

I think there are approximately so broad-
casting stations in Russia, the principal one
being that in Moscow.  We were invited to
broadcast from there during our stay, at a
truly generous salary.

The Moscow station is run on American
principles. The reason for this is not
difficult to find, as most of the important
technical posts are held by Americans.
Russians have a considerable admiration for
the U.S.A,, it scems, for it is not only in
broadcasting that one finds these American
exccutives, but in nearly every large
engineering and mechanical plant through-
out the country,

And, speaking of admiration, [ even met
a workman who had a complete set of
Louis Armstrong’s recordings—his most
treasured possession |
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PUTM B POCCHH
X3JI BUHH, rotossick K cBoeMy BTopomy BH3uTy B CoBeTckui Cows,
obcykaaeT "NepCreKTHBHYH" CTPaHY [/ MY3bIKaHTOB.

B KOHI[e 5TOro Mecslla 51 M ellje NMATHAALATh My3bIKAHTOB OTNpaBuMcs B Poccuto. Mbl efiem
TyZja CPOKOM Ha ILeCTh MecdALleB [0 KOHTPAKTY C COBeTCKUM IIpaBHTeIbCTBOM, U OyeM BhICTYTIaTh
Ha CLEHEe U [|aBaTb KOHLEPTHI, TPaHUIMPOBATLCS, BEPOSTHO, 3aMMCHIBATECA U CHUMATE 110 KpaiHed
Mepe O UH (GuIbM.

310 B3aUMOZEHCTBHE CTA/I0 Pe3y/IbTATOM BM3MTA B TY JK€ CTPAHy B HPOLUUIOM rogy. Jloau
TOBOPHJIM MHE, UTO 51 COLIE/ C yMa, AiyMasl, UTO CMory npueestd rpymny B Poccuro. OHM cKasanmn
MHE, YTO 3TOr0 HMKOT/a paHbllle He Jenaloch U HUKOrAa He OyaeT caenado. I pHCKHY/, Hardcan
fIDaBHTE/ILCTRY, PA30C/ian CBOIO peK/amy, YIOMsAHYA yciaosus. OHM OTBeTHAM Teslerpammoi,
Ha3HauuB fary npuessa. HUKakuX TpyjHOCTel He BO3HHK/IO , M 3TO Kacaetcs BCell MOe3KH.
ITpaBUTeILCTBEHHBIE UMHOBHUKH, PYKOBOJJMTE/IH Teatpa , pabouue CLEHbL M 3pUTENH OTHOCH/IUCH K
HaM UVAECHO M CJe/Iafy NOe3/KY MOUCTHHE He3aOblBaeMOH J/15i BCeX 3aUHTEPECOBAHHBIX CTOPOH.
JIMYHO 51 MOr'Y UECTHO CKA3aTh , YTO 3d BCIO MO0 [PO()eCCHOHAIBHYIO KAPepy CO MHOM HHKOL/a He
obpatanucs JIyuie.

MMocite mATHAHEBHOrO IMyTellecTBHMsl Mbl NpuOblM B JIeHMHrpaj M, [pexmge uem
OTMpaBuTbest B MOCKBY, OpOBEIM UYeThIpe 4Yacd, O0CMarTpuBas AOCTOTIPHMeYaTe/lbHOCTH CTapoi
CTOTHLBL. ST DOFOCE, YTO MbI TO/IBKO YBU/EAH TO, YTO OHM XOTe/d, YTOObI Mbl YBH/E/IH, OTOMY YTO
He ObII0 HHKAKKX TIPH3HAKOB [10yPa3spyLUeHHbIX 34aHHH, KOTOpble, KaK f YHTAT, MOKHO ObLIO
0KM/IaTh NOBCHOAY B JleHuHrpaje. D10 ObLIO CBSI3aHO C TeM, UTO HAC B CIELHaNbHbIE THIBL
KOTOPBIX HAHMMAOT ISl TOTO, YTOOBl OHW BOJAWIM TYDMCTOB M0 OKPECTHOCTSM M MOKA3bIBasaH
CaMBble HHTEDECHBIE [J0CTONPHMEUATE/ILHOCTH.

BonbIIMHCTBO ADYTHX BLICTYIUIEHMI IO KOHTDAaKTaM B Tearpe, rjje Mbl Hrpand B Mockse
ObLIM HeMeLKHMMM, W UX 00si3aTe/bCTBA 3aKMiOYa/uCh Ha CPOK [0 wiecTH Mecsues. Kak neppas
aHINMHCKas [pKasopad Tpymna, Koraa-anbo nocetusllas PoccHs K HalleMy BBICTYIUIEHHEO Obii
OrpOMHBIH HHTepec, W B TepBblil Bedep aypuropust Gonee 2000 uyenoBek NMPUBETCTBOBAMH HAC.
Jxa3z He COBCeM Hem3pecTeH B POCCHH, IOTOMYYTO Tam ObLIM HEMELIKMe KOJUTeKTHBLL, a B Poccun
ecTb CBOH coOcTBeHHbIH mxas-03Hy Josef's Opkectp, K koropomy ['appu Konyms3, Mo TeHOp -
CaKcO(OHHCT, NPUCOEJMHIICS Uepe3 HeCKONbKO JIHei roc/te Hauero orsesga. OjHako B Poccuu
OUEHb HE XBATAN0 MONYISPHOH MY3BIKH, M Te HEMHOrHe HOMEpa, KOTOpble Yy HMX ObLTH,
Ge3Ha/iexKHO ycTapesid, a OpKecTpoBKH Obl HensbexxHo crapoMoiHbivu. Tiger Rag u riofo6hsle
CBUHI'OBLIe HoMepa GbUTH TOH My3bIKOH, Ha KOTODYHO PYCCKHE OTK/IMKHYIHCH € HauBosbLbei
FOTOBHOCTBIO,

K&K TOJIEKO MBI [IPHEXA/H, MECTHBIE MY3bIKAHTHI 3alll/I1 B TEaTp NOMNPUBETCTBOBATh HAC U C
OO/IBbLIMM MHTEPECOM OCMOTPEIH Hallld HHCTPYMEHTHL. ¥ Hautero GapabaHiuka Obln cKIajHOR
Hac-bapabaH, ¥ TAKOB ObUI HHTEPEC CPeIH MECTHBIX "/PKEHTIEMEHOB JUKA30BOH KYXHH', UTO OH MO
OB MOAYYHTB 33 Hero 0y LeHy. K coxaneHuto, oH 3a/ieK1apHpoBal 3TOT HPeJIMeT [P Bhe3Je B
CTPaHy, W eMy IpulIOch B3dATh ero ¢ coboil ofparno. Ho Xors cakcodoHHBIE TPOCTH M
COBpEMEHHBIe [DKA30Bble HHCTPYMEHTH! cerofust B PoccuM Ha Bec 30710Ta, obuuil crampaprt
HeTIOCPeACTBeHHBIX MY3LIKAHTOB 4pe3BblyaiiHo Bbicok. Mbl Hamnu Gacucra, KOTOpPbLA urpan
MapTHH CKPUIKH HAa CBOEM HMHCTPYMEHTE, d TEXHUKa HHCTPYMEHTAIMCTOB CpPAaBHHMA C 000k
CTpaHoii Mupa.

Bo/IbLIMHCTBO Py COCTOST M3 LIECTHA/ILIATH UYe/OBeK B POCCHH; PeJKO MOXKHO HailTH
Kakue-1b0 MeHbllMe KOMOMHALMY.

C Tex mop Kak sl BepHY/ICA, MeHs $acTO CIpalldBand O TPYLOYCTpOicTBe B CTpaHe.
Be3paboruuel HeT. DTo onpegeneHHo. Eciu Bbl XoTute paboTars, M HYXKHO HaliTi pabory, To s
My3bIKAHTOB 3Ta CTpaHa ocobeHHo Xopoiia. Bo/bIAM Hef[0CTaTKOM, KOHEUHO, ABASeTCS TO, YTO Bbl
He MO)KeTe BBbIBe3TH JAeHbIH M3 CTpaHbl, Bbl MoKeTe NpuBe3TH 0DpaTHO MeXa, AParoLieHHOCTH H T.
J. M 3aIUIaTHTh [OLUIMHY, 110 Balllei coOCTBEHHOH OLIeHKe, B 3TOH cTpaHe, Ho ewid BBl TOTOBbI
0CTaThbCsl B CTPAHE, TOL/A Bbl MOMKETE MOJIYUMTh paboTy.

[TpogomkeHye Ha CleyOLel CTPaHHULe



XOoTs TIOCTABKM NMPOAOBOJBCTBHE TTO-NPEXHEMY SB/IAETCS OJHOH M3 Haubonee cepbesHbIX
1pobnem, C KOTOPbIMH CTAa/IKMBAETCA HOBBIH PEXHM, M Ha yaMLax MOCKBBI MOXKHO YBWJETh
ouepe/iy JI/IMHOM B COTHIO METPOB, Y Hac Oblla camasi nyulllast e/|a, H Mbl NIPUIOKKIM BCe YCHIIUA,
4yTobbLl Ham ObUIO Kak MoXKHO ynobHee. Mel ocTaHapnMBanuce B orere "MeTpornois" B TedeHHe
BCEr0 Halllero BM3MTa M HAC/IaKJa/lMCh BCeM CaMbIM JYYLIMM , K TOMY ke HaM pybis croun 4
Jo/1apa, 1o CpaBHeHHI0 ¢ pabo4iM, KOTOPOro OH CTOMT JBa I1eHca.

A pymaro, uto B Poccun HacuMTeIBaeTcs 0Koio 50 pa/jHoBenjaTe/bHBIX CTaHLMH, IVIaBHas U3
KOTOpbIX Haxogutcsa B Mockee. Hac mpumiaciM BeCTH TPaHC/IALMED OTTY/AA BO BPEMsl HaLIero
npe0bIBaHMS 33 TIOMCTHHE llepyH 3apriaty. MocKoBcKasi cTaHUMsA paboTaeTr no amepHKaHCKHM
npuHyunaM. TIpUUMHY 3TOTO HETPYAHO HaHTH, TaK Kak OOMBIIMHCTBO BaKHBIX TEXHHUECKHX
MOCTOB 3aHUMAlOT aMmepHKaHLbl. Pycckue, MOXoe, WCHBITBIBAKOT HeMasioe BocxuiljeHue CIIIA,
MI0CKO/IBKY 3THX aMepHKaHCKUX PYKOBOAHTE/IeH MO)KHO HalWTH He TOJBKO B TejlepajdoBelllaHHH, HO
M MOYTH Ha KaKA0M KPYITHOM MalllHHOCTPOHTEe/IBHOM H MeXaHM4eCKOM 3aBoJie I0 BCelf cTpaHe.

W, roeops 0 BOCXHILEHHH, 5 Jaxe BCTpeTHa pabouero, y KOTOPOro ObUT MOJMHBIM KOMIUIEKT
3anuceit Jlyn APMCTPOHra, ero caMmoe LjeHHOe 10CTosHUe!
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